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Fear not! Jesus bestowed this blessing upon 
the disciples gathered before him. Angels, 
theophanies, and other messengers of God 
also bestowed this blessing upon those terrified 
to be confronted with the divine presence. The 
blessing reassures those fearing their death from 
the unmediated confrontation with the divine. In 
this specific case, Jesus reassures his disciples 
concerning their fear regarding the kingdom:  It 
is not obtainable by their doing. It does not come 
by their demanding. The kingdom is not theirs 
to achieve. The kingdom is only given by the 
Father, and it pleases him to do so. They have 
only to receive.

Jesus addresses his disciples as a “little 
flock.” In the Greek, there is a double diminutive 
not well expressed in English, something 
like “tweeny-weeny” or “itty-bitty.” You can 
consider the diminutive number of disciples, 
eleven after Judas’ death, and then consider 
the multiplication of that number after these 
centuries of evangelism. But perhaps Jesus 
is recognizing an on-going reality: those who 
please the Father and receive the kingdom 
as sheer gift are but an extremely tiny number 
compared to the multitude of those who try to 
force their way into it (cf. Luke 16:16). Hence, the 
flock cannot help but be “itty-bitty.”

Now, we have come to the crux of the matter: 
forcing your way into the kingdom. Humanity as 
it stood on the plains of Shinar sought to build a 
tower and force its way into heaven and make a 
name for itself. When God’s name is not enough, 
humanity—in its sinfulness—seeks to make 
a name for itself. Likewise, those who will not 
receive the kingdom as God’s good pleasure to 
give… they seek to make a name for themselves 
and demand entry into the kingdom. They build 
a metaphorical Tower of Babel out of their piety 
and works. They sell… they give… they work… 
they accumulate… all the time thinking they are 
building a treasure in heaven. But in reality, God 
had already provided them with the treasure… 
the kingdom of God. There was no need for them 
to force themselves into that desired kingdom.

Table Talk: Discuss how you receive the 
kingdom of God as a gift.

Pray: Heavenly Father, grant that I please you, 
receive your kingdom as your precious gift to 
me, and appreciate the gift well. Amen
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LUKE 12:22-34 (35-40) ESV LUKE 12:22-34 (35-40) ESV

22 And he said to his disciples, “Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, 
what you will eat, nor about your body, what you will put on. 23 For life is more than food, 
and the body more than clothing. 24 Consider the ravens: they neither sow nor reap, they 
have neither storehouse nor barn, and yet God feeds them. Of how much more value are 
you than the birds! 25 And which of you by being anxious can add a single hour to his 
span of life? 26 If then you are not able to do as small a thing as that, why are you anxious 
about the rest? 27 Consider the lilies, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell 
you, even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. 28 But if God so 
clothes the grass, which is alive in the field today, and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, 
how much more will he clothe you, O you of little faith! 29 And do not seek what you are to 
eat and what you are to drink, nor be worried. 30 For all the nations of the world seek after 
these things, and your Father knows that you need them. 31 Instead, seek his kingdom, 
and these things will be added to you.

32 “Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom. 33 
Sell your possessions and give to the needy. Provide yourselves with moneybags that do 
not grow old, with a treasure in the heavens that does not fail, where no thief approaches 
and no moth destroys. 34 For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.

(35 “Stay dressed for action and keep your lamps burning, 36 and be like men who 
are waiting for their master to come home from the wedding feast, so that they may 
open the door to him at once when he comes and knocks. 37 Blessed are those servants 
whom the master finds awake when he comes. Truly, I say to you, he will dress himself for 
service and have them recline at table, and he will come and serve them. 38 If he comes 
in the second watch, or in the third, and finds them awake, blessed are those servants! 
39 But know this, that if the master of the house had known at what hour the thief was 
coming, he would not have left his house to be broken into. 40 You also must be ready, for 
the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.”)
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