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With much justification, we celebrate these 
parables of the lost sheep and the lost coin 
as metaphors for ourselves and the God who 
seeks us out, a God who goes into the depths, 
sacrificing his one and only Son to rescue the 
lost. In our rejoicing at being the “lost who was 
found,” we must not miss Jesus’ pointed critique 
of the Pharisees and their friends, the experts in 
the law. In telling these parables in the context 
of grumbling religious leaders, Jesus’ brings an 
accusation of failed stewardship against them.

The Old Testament makes much reference to 
the shepherd-sheep metaphor as a description 
of the Lord’s relationship to his people. Most 
likely you are familiar with Psalm 23 which begins 
by declaring, “The Lord is my shepherd….” 
Other examples abound. In many of them, the 
Lord places human leaders and government 
over his people with the responsibility of 
shepherding them. In Zacharia chapters 9-13, 
the focus becomes quite pointed on the nation’s 
leadership being identified as the shepherd of 
the people. The leadership fails; God seeks to 
replace it; the people reject God’s pastoral care; 
and, finally, they “pierce” the one whom God has 
sent.  

Jesus’ use of this shepherd and lost sheep 
parable would have called to the mind of the 
Pharisees and the experts in the law all these 

Old Testament references. They would not have 
missed his accusation of their failure to bring in 
the lost sheep of Israel: those very sinners with 
whom Jesus ate. The Pharisees and their friends 
had turned the practice of Israel’s faith—their 
religion—into a self-congratulatory society: We 
are the righteous and we’re so much better than 
those sinners out there.

Jesus’ accusation against those ancient 
religious leaders also stands against the religious 
leaders of this modern day. Whenever the church 
is led to self-congratulation and self-promotion, 
burnishing its image of righteousness, the 
church has turned inward; no longer seeking out 
the lost… the sinners… those sin-sick souls for 
whom Jesus died.

Table Talk: Discuss the ways a church 
becomes self-congratulatory.

Pray: Heavenly Father, break my heart, make 
me a lost one to be found by you. Amen
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Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear him. 2 And the 
Pharisees and the scribes grumbled, saying, “This man receives sinners and eats with 
them.”

3 So he told them this parable: 4 “What man of you, having a hundred sheep, if he has 
lost one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the open country, and go after the 
one that is lost, until he finds it? 5 And when he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders, 
rejoicing. 6 And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and his neighbors, 
saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep that was lost.’ 7 Just so, I tell 
you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine 
righteous persons who need no repentance.

8 “Or what woman, having ten silver coins, if she loses one coin, does not light a lamp 
and sweep the house and seek diligently until she finds it? 9 And when she has found it, 
she calls together her friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found 
the coin that I had lost.’ 10 Just so, I tell you, there is joy before the angels of God over 
one sinner who repents.”
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